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28th Engineering Challenge Cup 2023

ECC 2023 – Bulletin 4

3rd November 2022

Closing of the Entry List, Reconnaissance trip
to Sicily and Boat Selection process
Dear Skippers,
We hope you are doing well and find opportunities to sail also in winter and keep the mood up.
We, the OC, decided to close the subscription to the skippers Entry List at 47 boats - the maximum
was 55 boats - due to the limited available berthing space for touristic yachts in the harbours and the
lack of further subscription requests since weeks. We will maintain a waiting list for newcomers as this
will help in case of withdrawal of confirmed crews or if further boats become available, of course no
guarantee here
.
In order to concretely start establishing essential contacts, check the locations, harbours and services
available for the ECC 2023, on 7th October a delegation of the organizing committee travelled to Sicily.
With the support and the competencies of Sacha King from High Point Yachting and Simona Pasqua,
an experienced local professional skipper, it was possible to tighten some key contacts and prepare the
ground for the steps to follow. To secure the best local support, the OC delegation visited the harbour
authorities and the Italian Coast Guard offices. Also, the friendship with the Marsala sailing club,
“Circolo Velico Marsala”, has been strengthen by meeting in person their administrators who are
assisting our organization committee.
Two of the wonderful Aegadian Islands, Favignana and Marettimo, have been visited together with the
towns Marsala, Trapani, Mazara del Vallo and the small city of San Vito Lo Capo. The locations’
position and distance allow for several combinations of sailing routes to cope with different weather
conditions.
In some of the places, especially Marettimo and Favignana, stern-to mooring with a lazy cannot be
guaranteed for all the boats, therefore either anchoring or alongside berth will be requested.
It is also worth mentioning now that the shore facilities are not available in sufficient number in most
locations, especially toilets and shower. Hence, we are arranging a route along the week, which gives
the possibility to everybody to refill water tanks and batteries every 2 days.
Mazara del Vallo might be one of the ECC destinations, but it is strongly conditioned by the pontoon
availability, still in discussion at the time.
Of course, we tried some of the countless restaurants in the area, which offer a rich variety of gorgeous
food expressing the long history of traditions and the rich heritage of Sicily.
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San Vito Lo Capo
The northernmost port of ECC 2023 is also one where mooring at pontoon services will be available for
all the boats. In summer its wide sandy beach and transparent water attract and host loads of tourists.

The wide sandy beach with Monte Monaco on the back

The view from the local sailing club on the west of the harbour
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Trapani
The city of Trapani sits on promontory extending into the Mediterranean Sea. Historically the port of
Trapani was strategic for commerce and fishing in the Mediterranean Sea; today it is still very active. The
salt works south of the city still play an economic role and at sunset the wetlands are an ideal
photographic setting.

Trapani with its big harbour and Erice mountain

The town view from Lega Navale Italiana

ECC 2023 – Bulletin 4 – November 2022 – Rev 1.1
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The sunset with Colombaia castle
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Favignana
The biggest of the Aegadian Islands, Favignana Island is less than 20km2 and 7km from the coast south
of Trapani. Famous for its “Tonnara”, the infrastructure facility for the traditional tuna fishing technique
and fish processing with the same name used in several Sicilian sites.
The “Castello di Santa Catarina” fortification dominates the island from the top of the mountain.

The city and its harbour, on the right the “Tonnara”plant

The Tonnara museum entrance
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Marettimo
Marettimo is the westernmost of the Aegadian Islands, and therefore the most distant from the coast. As
the harbour shows, the main economic activity in Marettimo is fishing. Tourism also plays an essential
role in summer.
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Marsala
With around 80k inhabitants, Marsala is the biggest city ECC 2023 will touch and it was built on the ruins
of the ancient Carthaginian city of Lilybaeum. Its name is well known also for the homonymous fortified
wine produced in the area, imported in England since the end of the XVIII century and then
commercialized worldwide. Marsala well worth a visit for the historical downtown and the famous Saline
(Salt Pans) and the Stagnone Lagoon.

The harbour with the downtown in background

The Palace April the VII
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Life in the historical downtown
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Mazara del Vallo
The town was founded by Phoenicians in the 9th century B.C. and now it is an agricultural and fishing
centre where the largest fishing fleet in Italy is based. There is a strong cultural influence from NorthAfrincan countries as also witnessed by the Casbah in the city centre.
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Sailing club “Circolo Velico Marsala”
The OC delegation met the sailors from the local sailing club in Marsala.
The club’s administrators were very supportive to get in touch with key people
in all locations, at the Italian Coast Guard and at the Marine Reserve authority
to obtain the requested permit of entrance. In fact, Aegadian Islands are
enclosed in the largest natural protected area of the Mediterranean Sea.
The seat of the Circolo Velico Marsala is located 30-minute walk from the harbour on the other side of
the city centre.

ECC 2023 – Bulletin 4 – November 2022 – Rev 1.1

8 of 9 | Page

28th Engineering Challenge Cup 2023

ITALY - SICILY - MARSALA

Boat Selection process with lottery
The subscription phase led to a list of 47 confirmed skippers. Soon we will announce the start of the
process to assign a boat to each skipper through a simple lottery as done in the past years.
Please stay tuned, the start of the Boat Selection process will be announced by email to every
confirmed skipper.

Sponsorship
For the success of a fun and social event like our ECC, a solid founding is required. So please spread
the information also to all of your crews who, within their professional or personal networks, might help
making some further funding available.
The Sponsorship Presentation available on the www.eccsailing with the description of the sponsor
opportunities and all the details about the 3 predefined packages.

After the hard work, the well-deserved restoration

Don’t forget to follow us on the other communication channels of ECC 2023.
•

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/engineering-challenge-cup/

•

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/eccsailing2023/

•

Twitter: https://twitter.com/ECCSailing2023

ciao,
Gilles, OC ECC 2023
ecc2023.commodore@gmail.com
www.eccsailing.com
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